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especially is this true of those living on the hundreds of sampans and 
junks. It is not an uncommon thing to see some one depositing faecal 
matter in the stream at one end of a junk and a woman washing rice or 
vegetables in the same water at the other end. Of course, most of the 
native population in the city proper use filtered water, and the major 
part of the foreigners take the additional precaution of refiltering and 
then boiling all drinking water. 

There is no sewer system here, all excrement being collected and util- 
ized as a fertilizer for the rice fields and vegetable gardens. This and 
t lie fact that the native dead, irrespective of the cause of death, are dis- 
posed of by being deposited on top of the ground, frequently without 
any covering other than the coffin, at such place as may be selected in 
each individual case, and the habit of flooding the fields in cool weather 
and the collecting and storing for domestic use by the Chinese of such 
ice as may form, would lead one to expect such diseases as typhoid fever 
and cholera, when once introduced, to become very prevalent. It is 
said, however, that even the unfiltered water is comparatively free from 
the organisms of these diseases, although they are at times found. 

Ice is manufactured from the filtered Whangpoo water. The average 
for the year of this water after Alteration appears to be 366 colonies 
per cubic centermeter, which is but 2 per cent of the organisms in the 
unfiltered water, the remaining 98 per cent being removed by the filter- 
ing process, which is through the ordinary sand and gravel beds about 
6 feet in thickness. The ships are supplied with this filtered water by 
means of an iron water boat. 

All that has been said refers exclusively to the so-called municipality. 
The Bureau is probably aware of the fact that there exist in Shanghai, 
three distinct forms of government each absolutely independent of the 
other. The municipal council governs all the territory within the 
several foreign concessions except the French, who have a city govern- 
ment of their own. The native city is governed by the Chinese, and 
no one has anything approaching a correct idea of the population or 
the conditions existing there. The population is variously estimated 
at from 350,000 to 700,000. So far as the health conditions there are 
concerned, I have been unable to find out anything about them, and no 
one will venture an opinion as to the number of cases of cholera or 
other contagious diseases which probably exist. 

I have also called upon the quarantine officer of the port, but have 
not so far had an opportunity to visit his station. Quarantine as con- 
ducted here seems to be directed especially against the introduction of 
plague, it being held that so long as cholera, smallpox, etc., prevail to 
such a large extent in the interior, and no quarantine measures against 
bringing it into the city from that direction are practicable, it would 
avail little to enforce quarantine against ports infected with the diseases 
mentioned. Of course, cases of infectious disease developing on vessels 
before reaching quarantine are removed at the station and some dis- 
infection is attempted. 

Eespectfully, S. H. Eansom, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

The Subgeon-Genebal. 

COLOMBIA. 

Yelloio fever on British ship Comliebank for Port Townsend, Wash. 

Panama, Colombia, October 6, 1902. 
Sie: I have the honor to say that the British sailing ship Comliebank 
which has been in this port for about two months, cleared and was 
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ready to sail for Port Townsend, United States of America, on Septem- 
ber 29. Bill of health was issued to her from this consulate-general, 
giving her sanitary conditions, etc., as being good. About four days 
after clearing yellow fever developed among the crew, and since that 
date 12 men have been placed in the hospital of this city. So far no 
deaths have been reported. 

Around the city there are a few cases of yellow fever, but this is only 
among Colombian soldiers. 

Eespectfully, Felix Ehrman, 

United States Vice Consul-General. 

The Assistant Secretary of State. 



EGYPT. 

Cholera reports. 

Department of State, 
Washington, D. C, October 21, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that a telegram dated October 
18, 1902, has been received from the vice consul-general in charge at 
Cairo, relative to the epidemic of cholera in Egypt, in the following 
words : 

Since 12th instant, 705 cases cholera 636 deaths ; all Egypt. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 

Cairo, Egypt, September 29, 1902. 
Sir: I have the honor to confirm the following cablegram to the 
Department regarding the progress of the cholera epidemic in Egypt: 

Caibo, Egypt, September 87, 190$. 
Secretary of State, Washington: 
Since 20th instant 4,647 cases, 4,032 deaths. Conditions continue improve rapidly. 

Smith. 

I have to report a continued marked decrease in the number of new 
cases and deaths, and that there is every reason to hope that the epi- 
demic will have run its course by the middle of the coming month. 

The following will show the number of new cases, deaths, and cures 
for the week ended September 27: 
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Respectfully, H. T. Smith, 

United States Vice Consul- General, In Charge. 
The Assistant Secretary of State. 



